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CHILDREN AND YOUNG PCHILDREN AND YOUNG PCHILDREN AND YOUNG PCHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE'S SERVICES SCREOPLE'S SERVICES SCREOPLE'S SERVICES SCREOPLE'S SERVICES SCRUTINY PANELUTINY PANELUTINY PANELUTINY PANEL    
    3 rd September, 20103 rd September, 20103 rd September, 20103 rd September, 2010     

 
Present:- Councillor  G. A. Russell (in the Chair ); Councillors Ali, Dodson, 
Fenoughty, Kaye, License, Rushfor th and Sharp. 
 
Also in attendance were:- M r. M. Burn, Mr. M . Hall and Father  A. Hayne 
(Diocese of Hallam) Dr. Susan W arren 
 
Apologies were received from:-  Councillors Buckley, Falvey, Sims, 
Mrs. J. Blanch-Nicholson, Mr. C. A. Marvin, Mrs. K. Muscroft, 
M rs. L. Pitchley and Tranmer 
 
C26 .C26 .C26 .C26 . DECLARATIONS OF INTEDECLARATIONS OF INTEDECLARATIONS OF INTEDECLARATIONS OF INTERESTRESTRESTREST        

    
 There were no declarat ions of interest made at this meeting. 

 
C27 .C27 .C27 .C27 . QUESTIONS FROM THE PQUESTIONS FROM THE PQUESTIONS FROM THE PQUESTIONS FROM THE PRESS AND PUBLICRESS AND PUBLICRESS AND PUBLICRESS AND PUBLIC        

    
 There were no questions from members of the public or  the press. 

 
C28 .C28 .C28 .C28 . MATTERS REFERRED FROMATTERS REFERRED FROMATTERS REFERRED FROMATTERS REFERRED FROM THE YOUTH CABINETM THE YOUTH CABINETM THE YOUTH CABINETM THE YOUTH CABINET        

    
 The Scrutiny Panel noted that the repor t of the scrutiny review of the 

Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) curr iculum (study by 
the Youth Cabinet) would be considered by the Council’s Cabinet at 
its meeting to be held on W ednesday 8 th September, 2010 . 
 

C29 .C29 .C29 .C29 . COMMUNICATIONSCOMMUNICATIONSCOMMUNICATIONSCOMMUNICATIONS        
    

 The Scrut iny Panel discussed the following issues:- 
 
(1 ) proposed Scrut iny Review of the incidence of aut ism amongst 
Rotherham school pupils, its diagnosis and the impact of ear ly 
intervention measures on the planning of future service delivery – 
Councillor  Kaye and co-opted member Mr. M . Hall were appointed to 
this scrut iny review panel, with other  members to be appointed. 
 
(2 ) Scrut iny Review of the temporary closure of Rotherham schools 
dur ing per iods of inclement weather  – the repor t of this scrut iny 
review would be submitted to the next meeting of this Scrut iny Panel, 
to be held dur ing October, 2010 . 
 

C30 .C30 .C30 .C30 . AIMING HIGH FOR DISAAIMING HIGH FOR DISAAIMING HIGH FOR DISAAIMING HIGH FOR DISABLED CHILDREN BLED CHILDREN BLED CHILDREN BLED CHILDREN ––––    SHORT BREAKS SHORT BREAKS SHORT BREAKS SHORT BREAKS 
SERVICESSERVICESSERVICESSERVICES        
    

 Fur ther  to M inute No. 31  of the meeting of the Children and Young 
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People's Scrut iny Panel held on 24 th July, 2009 , consideration was 
given to a repor t presented by the Pr incipal Officer  (Resources, 
Planning and Performance) stat ing that Aiming High for  Disabled 
Children (AHDC) is the Government’s transformation programme for 
disabled children’s services in England. A Strategic Vision for  the 
AHDC programme, along with a Needs Assessment, Commissioning 
Strategy and spending plan for  Year 1  of the Short Breaks 
programme were received by Children and Young People’s Scrut iny 
Panel on 24 th July, 2009 .  
 
This submitted report includes an update of Rotherham’s delivery of 
the AHDC National Core Offer , summarises the outcomes of the first 
year  of the AHDC Short Breaks programme in Rotherham and 
descr ibes progress towards achieving the Short Breaks Full Service 
Offer . 
 
The Scrut iny Panel’s discussion of this repor t included the following 
salient issues:- 
 

- future funding of the shor t breaks service after  the current 
contracts ended on 31  March, 2011  (currently, funding was 
included within ‘Area Based Grant’ financial allocations, 
although the finance was not specifically r ing-fenced for  the 
shor t breaks service); 

 
- the involvement of the voluntary sector  in service delivery; 

 
- compliance with National Per formance Indicator  54  (services 

to disabled children); 
 

- obtaining the views of parents about the shor t breaks service; 
 

- key achievements of the service dur ing 2009 / 10 ; 
 

- effor ts to ensure that as many eligible people as possible were 
able to gain access to the shor t break service; 

 
- provision of the service and the propor t ion of take-up of the 

service by the Black and M inor ity Ethnic communities; 
 

- eligibility cr iter ia for  the shor t breaks service; 
 

- establishing links with local clubs in respect of spor ts and 
leisure activit ies. 

 
Resolved:- (1 ) That the repor t be received and its contents noted. 
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(2 ) That a fur ther  repor t about the future funding of the Short  
Breaks programme be submitted to an ear ly meeting of the Children 
and Young People's Scrut iny Panel. 
 
(3 ) That fur ther  consideration be given to the need for  a scrut iny 
review of the delivery of the Short Breaks programme. 
 

C31 .C31 .C31 .C31 . ROTHERHAROTHERHAROTHERHAROTHERHAM'S IMAGINATION LIBRM'S IMAGINATION LIBRM'S IMAGINATION LIBRM'S IMAGINATION LIBRARY ANNUAL REPORT ARY ANNUAL REPORT ARY ANNUAL REPORT ARY ANNUAL REPORT 
2009 / 20102009 / 20102009 / 20102009 / 2010         
    

 Fur ther  to M inute No. 95  of the meeting of the Children and Young 
People’s Scrut iny Panel held on 12 th February, 2009 , considerat ion 
was given to a repor t presented by the Imagination Library Project 
Manager about the Imagination Library, a literacy scheme for  under 
fives through which children receive one high quality age appropr iate 
book each month, delivered to them personally through the post. The 
repor t descr ibed how the scheme was working in Rotherham, 
including the key developments of the scheme from Apr il, 2009  to 
date. 
 
 
The Scrutiny Panel viewed a film about the Imagination Library., 
which was used for  marketing and publicity purposes. The staff and 
work exper ience students at the Rawmarsh City Learning Centre had 
undertaken the filming, edit ing and production of this dvd film. 
 
The Scrut iny Panel’s debate of this item included the following salient 
issues:- 
 

- the Imagination Library Annual Report 2009 / 2010  (a copy of 
which was included with the submitted repor t); 

 
- current and future funding of the Imagination Library; 

 
- 74% of Rotherham children, aged 0 -5  years were now 

registered with the Imagination Library and effor ts were 
continually being made to increase this figure; 

 
- use of the Sure Star t database for  register ing children with 

the Imagination Library; 
 

- invit ing children to join their  local library, in addit ion to joining 
the Imagination Library; 

 
- ensur ing extensive publicity for  the Imagination Library; 

 
- the impact upon literacy and reading standards in the 
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Rotherham Borough area; 
 

- future challenges for  the Imagination Library, especially those 
in the for thcoming year . 

 
Resolved:- (1 ) That the repor t be received and its contents noted. 
 
(2 ) That the contents of the Imagination Library Annual Report 
2009 / 2010  be noted. 
 

C32 .C32 .C32 .C32 . CORPORATE PARENTING CORPORATE PARENTING CORPORATE PARENTING CORPORATE PARENTING REVIEW  REVIEW  REVIEW  REVIEW  ----    CABINET RESPONSE CABINET RESPONSE CABINET RESPONSE CABINET RESPONSE ----    UPDATEUPDATEUPDATEUPDATE        
    

 Fur ther  to M inute No. 230  of the meeting of the Cabinet held on 
28 th Apr il, 2010 , consideration was given to a repor t presented by 
the Strategic Director  of Children and Young People's Services 
concerning the review of Corporate Parenting, undertaken from 
November, 2009  to March, 2010  by the Looked After  Children 
Scrut iny Sub-Panel, ut ilising a Corporate Parenting Toolkit  developed 
by the National Children’s Bureau. The review repor t recommended 
modernising the arrangements in line with the Government Agenda 
and with Ofsted Inspection expectations (the Action Plan, including 
recommendations, was attached to the submitted repor t). 
 
Reference was made to the establishment of the Corporate 
Parenting Board, whose init ial meeting was scheduled to take place 
on W ednesday, 22 nd September, 2010 . 
 
Resolved:- (1 ) That the repor t be received and its contents noted. 
 
 
(2 ) That an update of progress be repor ted to a meeting of this 
Scrut iny Panel in six months’ t ime. 
 

C33 .C33 .C33 .C33 . INSPECTION OF FOSTERINSPECTION OF FOSTERINSPECTION OF FOSTERINSPECTION OF FOSTERING SERVICES ING SERVICES ING SERVICES ING SERVICES ----    SUMMARY OF REPORT ANSUMMARY OF REPORT ANSUMMARY OF REPORT ANSUMMARY OF REPORT AND D D D 
ACTION PLANACTION PLANACTION PLANACTION PLAN        
    

 Fur ther  to M inute No. 22  of the meeting of the Children and Young 
People’s Scrut iny Panel held on 2 nd July, 2010 , consideration was 
given to a repor t presented by the Inter im Service Manager – 
Provider  Services summarising the main findings of the inspection of 
the Foster ing Service undertaken by Ofsted dur ing June, 2010 . 
Appended to the repor t was the act ion plan devised to address the 
recommendations of the Inspectors. The overall judgement of the 
inspection is ‘Satisfactory’, with ‘Good’ being achieved in:- 
 
- Helping children to be healthy 
- Achieve well and enjoy what they do 
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- Make a posit ive contr ibut ion 
- Achieving economic well-being 
 
Resolved:- (1 ) That the repor t and accompanying act ion plan be 
received and their  contents noted. 
 
(2 ) That an update of progress and an updated act ion plan be 
repor ted to a meeting of this Scrut iny Panel in six months’ t ime. 
 

C34 .C34 .C34 .C34 . INSPECTION OF SAFEGUINSPECTION OF SAFEGUINSPECTION OF SAFEGUINSPECTION OF SAFEGUARDING AND LOOKED AFARDING AND LOOKED AFARDING AND LOOKED AFARDING AND LOOKED AFTER CHILDREN TER CHILDREN TER CHILDREN TER CHILDREN ----    
JULY 2010JULY 2010JULY 2010JULY 2010         
    

 Fur ther  to M inute No. 9  of the meeting of the Children and Young 
People’s Scrutiny Panel held on 4 th June, 2010 , the Strategic 
Director  of Children and Young People's Services repor ted that the 
Ofsted inspection of Safeguarding and Looked After  Children had 
taken place between 19 th and 30 th July, 2010 . The Inspection had 
been very posit ive, result ing in an overall rat ing of Adequate, with 
some elements rated as Good. 
 
It  was agreed that a wr it ten repor t and act ion plan, about the 
inspection, be submitted to the next meeting of this Scrut iny Panel, 
to be held dur ing October, 2010 . 
 

C35 .C35 .C35 .C35 . ROAD SAFETY OUTSIDE ROAD SAFETY OUTSIDE ROAD SAFETY OUTSIDE ROAD SAFETY OUTSIDE SCHOOLS SCHOOLS SCHOOLS SCHOOLS ----    SCRUTINY REVIEWSCRUTINY REVIEWSCRUTINY REVIEWSCRUTINY REVIEW         
    

 Fur ther  to M inute No. 89  of the meeting of the Children and Young 
People's Scrutiny Panel held on 27 th November, 2009 , considerat ion 
was given to a repor t presented by the Senior  Engineer  which 
provided an update on progress with the implementat ion of the 
recommendations of the joint scrutiny review into road safety outside 
schools. 
 
The Scrut iny Panel’s discussion of this item included the following 
issues:- 
 

- the coalit ion Government was prepar ing a revised National 
Road Safety Strategy; 

 
- road safety features were being designed for  installat ion on 

roads outside schools at Dinnington and at W ath upon 
Dearne; 

 
- introduction of the ‘W alk to School on W ednesdays’ init iat ive; 

 
- the review of speed limits of all A and B class roads in 

Rotherham was now complete and the financial implications of 
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reviewing speed limits and introducing any  consequent 
changes on roads outside schools would have to be assessed; 

 
- the ‘School Keep Clear ’ Traffic Regulat ion Orders were to be 

extended outside schools in Brampton Bier low, Swinton, W ath 
upon Dearne and W est Melton; 

 
- enforcement of traffic regulat ion orders. 

 
Resolved:- (1 ) That this Scrut iny Panel notes the progress, as now 
repor ted, with the implementation of the recommendations of the 
joint Children and Young People’s Services/ Regenerat ion Scrut iny 
Review into Road Safety outside Schools. 
 
(2 ) That a fur ther  update of progress be repor ted to a meeting of 
this Scrutiny Panel in twelve months’ t ime. 
 

C36 .C36 .C36 .C36 . CHILDREN AND YOUNG PCHILDREN AND YOUNG PCHILDREN AND YOUNG PCHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE'S SERVICES EOPLE'S SERVICES EOPLE'S SERVICES EOPLE'S SERVICES ----    PERFORMANCE PERFORMANCE PERFORMANCE PERFORMANCE 
INDICATORS QUARTER 1INDICATORS QUARTER 1INDICATORS QUARTER 1INDICATORS QUARTER 1     ----    2010 / 20112010/ 20112010/ 20112010/ 2011         
    

 Considerat ion was given to a repor t presented by the Performance 
Management Officer out lining the per formance of the Children and 
Young People's Services Directorate at the end of 2010 / 11  Quarter 
One against targets, with direction of travel against previous year ’s 
per formance and compar isons with stat ist ical neighbours and 
national data. 
 
The Scrut iny Panel learned that, to date, the coalit ion Government 
had not announced plans for  any revised legislat ion affect ing the 
National Per formance Indicators. Consequently, the current 
per formance indicator  monitor ing system would be operat ing 
unchanged until such t ime as any new legislat ive proposals were 
announced by Central Government. 
 
Resolved:- (1 ) That the repor t be received and its contents noted. 
 
(2 ) That the recommendations regarding per formance clinics, as 
contained in the repor t submitted, be supported. 
 

C37 .C37 .C37 .C37 . CHILDREN AND YOUNG PCHILDREN AND YOUNG PCHILDREN AND YOUNG PCHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE'S SERVICES EOPLE'S SERVICES EOPLE'S SERVICES EOPLE'S SERVICES ----    BUDGET UPDATEBUDGET UPDATEBUDGET UPDATEBUDGET UPDATE        
    

 The Strategic Director  of Children and Young People's Services 
informed the Scrutiny Panel of the current year ’s (2010 / 11 ) budget 
posit ion of the Directorate. It  was noted that specific budget 
pressures existed in respect of safeguarding of children /  corporate 
parenting which pr incipally affected foster ing placements for  children 
(including out-of-author ity placements and residential placements) 
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and the use of agency staff. 
 
Resolved:- That the budget details be noted and a wr it ten repor t be 
submitted to the next meeting of this Scrut iny Panel, to be held 
dur ing October, 2010 . 
 

C38 .C38 .C38 .C38 . MINUTES OF A MEETINGMINUTES OF A MEETINGMINUTES OF A MEETINGMINUTES OF A MEETING    OF THE CHILDREN AND OF THE CHILDREN AND OF THE CHILDREN AND OF THE CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE'S YOUNG PEOPLE'S YOUNG PEOPLE'S YOUNG PEOPLE'S 
SCRUTINY PANEL HELD SCRUTINY PANEL HELD SCRUTINY PANEL HELD SCRUTINY PANEL HELD ON 2ND JULY, 2010ON 2ND JULY, 2010ON 2ND JULY, 2010ON 2ND JULY, 2010         
    

 Resolved:- That the minutes of the previous meeting of the Children 
and Young People's Scrut iny Panel held on 2 nd July, 2010 , be 
approved as a correct record for  signature by the Chairman, with 
the inclusion of Dr . S. W arren in the list of persons who gave their  
apologies for  absence for  that meeting. 
 

C39 .C39 .C39 .C39 . MINUTES OF A MEETINGMINUTES OF A MEETINGMINUTES OF A MEETINGMINUTES OF A MEETING    OF THE CHILDREN AND OF THE CHILDREN AND OF THE CHILDREN AND OF THE CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE'S YOUNG PEOPLE'S YOUNG PEOPLE'S YOUNG PEOPLE'S 
TRUST BOARD HELD ON TRUST BOARD HELD ON TRUST BOARD HELD ON TRUST BOARD HELD ON 6T6T6T6TH AUGUST, 2010H AUGUST, 2010H AUGUST, 2010H AUGUST, 2010         
    

 Resolved:- That the contents of the minutes of the meeting of the 
Children and Young People’s Trust Board held on 6 th August, 2010 , 
be noted. 
 

C40 .C40 .C40 .C40 . MINUTES OF MEETINGS MINUTES OF MEETINGS MINUTES OF MEETINGS MINUTES OF MEETINGS OF THE CABINET MEMBEOF THE CABINET MEMBEOF THE CABINET MEMBEOF THE CABINET MEMBER AND ADVISERS R AND ADVISERS R AND ADVISERS R AND ADVISERS 
FOR CHILDREN AND YOUFOR CHILDREN AND YOUFOR CHILDREN AND YOUFOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE'S SERVICESNG PEOPLE'S SERVICESNG PEOPLE'S SERVICESNG PEOPLE'S SERVICES        
    

 Resolved:- That the contents of the minutes of the meetings of the 
Cabinet Member and Advisers for  Children and Young People’s 
Services held on 22 nd June, 2010 , 23 rd June, 2010 , 7 th July, 2010 , 
20 th July, 2010  and on 21 st July, 2010 , be noted. 
 

C41 .C41 .C41 .C41 . MINUTES OF A MEETINGMINUTES OF A MEETINGMINUTES OF A MEETINGMINUTES OF A MEETING    OF THE PERFORMANCE AOF THE PERFORMANCE AOF THE PERFORMANCE AOF THE PERFORMANCE AND SCRUTINY ND SCRUTINY ND SCRUTINY ND SCRUTINY 
OVERVIEW  COMMITTEE HOVERVIEW  COMMITTEE HOVERVIEW  COMMITTEE HOVERVIEW  COMMITTEE HELD ON 25TH JUNE, 20ELD ON 25TH JUNE, 20ELD ON 25TH JUNE, 20ELD ON 25TH JUNE, 20 10 , 9TH JULY, 10 , 9TH JULY, 10 , 9TH JULY, 10 , 9TH JULY, 
2010  AND ON 23RD JUL2010  AND ON 23RD JUL2010  AND ON 23RD JUL2010  AND ON 23RD JULY, 2010Y, 2010Y, 2010Y, 2010         
    

 Resolved:- That the contents of the minutes of the meetings of the 
Performance and Scrut iny Overview Committee held on 25 th June, 
2010 , 9 th July, 2010  and on 23 rd July, 2010 , be noted. 
 

 


